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Our current knowledge is not perfect, 
but we do know:

ɆEmissions are growing faster

ɆClimate is changing faster

ɆClimate will continue to change for 
decades, 

ɆRisks increase the longer we delay

ɆClimate change provides both risks 
and opportunities for Tasmania

Climate change science ɀtake home messages



What's been happening to 
4ÁÓÍÁÎÉÁȭÓ ÃÌÉÍÁÔÅȩ

Over the past 50 years..

ɀAverage temperatures have increased by 0.8 to 1.0 
degrees, in line with Australian average

ɀMinimum temperatures increasing more than 
maximum

ɀRainfall has declined in most settled areas
ɆDeclines of up to 20mm per decade in the north-west and 

south-east

ɆIncreases of 5 to15 mm per decade in the south-west

Source: Bureau of Meteorology



7ÈÁÔȭÓ ÌÉËÅÌÙ ÔÏ ÈÁÐÐÅÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
future?

Ɇ Annual maximum temperatures increasing across 
the state, highest in the north-east

Ɇ Annual potential evaporation increasing in all areas 
except west coast and highlands where small 
decreases are predicted

Ɇ Substantial regional variations in rainfall in both 
quantity and distribution. Currently being modelled

by Climate Futures for Tasmania.

Source: CSIRO/Hydro Tasmania/Tasmanian Partnership for Advanced Computing



In response... 

Tasmania has

ɀEstablished the Tasmanian Climate 
Change Office early 2008

ɀEnacted the Climate Change (State 
Action) Act 2008

ɀReleased the Tasmanian Framework 
for Action



Tasmanian Framework for Action

ɆFlexible approach to take into account national and 
international developments and new science

ɆSets out objectives, key principles and priority areas for 
action

Ɇ)ÎÃÌÕÄÅÓ 4ÁÓÍÁÎÉÁȭÓ !ÃÔÉÏÎ 0ÌÁÎ ɀactions that can be 
taken immediately

ɆRecognises the need for a responsive document.



Framework objectives

1. To reduce our emissionsto at least 60 percent below 1990
levelsby 2050

2. To adapt to the changesin our climate that are occurring
now andwill continue to occur

3. To capture new social, economic and environmental
opportunities

4. To demonstrate national and international leadership and
contribute to global climatesolutions



Priority areas for action

1. Government leadership

2. #ÏÎÓÏÌÉÄÁÔÉÎÇ 4ÁÓÍÁÎÉÁȭÓ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÎÅ×ÁÂÌÅ 
energy State

3. Planning for future change (adaptation)

4. 0ÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÎÇ 4ÁÓÍÁÎÉÁȭÓ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ ÃÁÒÂÏÎ ÓÔÏÒÅÓ

5. )ÍÐÒÏÖÉÎÇ 4ÁÓÍÁÎÉÁȭÓ ÔÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔ ÓÙÓÔÅÍ

6. Innovations in agriculture

7. Being energy smart

8. Building resilient and adaptive communities




